IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS ..
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

AUSTIN MCDONALD, 1nd1v1dua11y, ahd on
behalf of all others similarly situated,
Plaintiff, _ _ Case No. 2024CHbO628 l
V. . ' " " Judge: Honorable Michael T. Mullen
‘MEDEFIL, INC.,
D,éfendan’t.

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL ORDER

ThJS matter havmg come before the Court on Plaintiff’s Unopposed Motion in Support of
:Prelnnmary Approval of Class Action. Settlement (“Motlon ) the Courtihavmg reviewed and
considered the Motion, the Class. Action Settlement Agreement (“Settlement Agreement™)
- between Plainﬁff Austin McDonald (“Plaiﬁtiff’ or “Class Representative”) and Defendant
7Medeﬁ1,-ln_cl. (‘;Defendén‘;”) (together f‘the Parties™), and ail'other papers that have be‘enﬁled with
the Court related to-the Settler;léarlt Agreement, including alllhe;,(hibits and aftag:hmepts to th_e :
Motion and Séttlement i&g‘reement, and the Court being fully advjsed‘ in the prel}lise§, IT 1S
 HEREBY ORDERED, as follows: |

.1.+ Capitalized terms used in this O;dt_ef that are not otherwise defined herein have the
same'mearﬁng assigned to them as in the Settlement Agreement,

2. | The terms of the Settlement Agreement are preliminarily ai)proved as fair,
reasonable, and adequate and are fully 1ncorporated and adopted herein. There is good cause to
find that the: Setﬂement Agreement was negotlated at arms- length between the Parties, who were

represented by experienced counsel.



3. For settlement purposes orily, the Court finds that the prerequisites to‘ class action
tréeatment under Section 2-801 ;)f the Illiﬁois ,Cocr'ie of Civil P,roc;edureﬁ—inc(ludingnlimerosity,
| commonality and p}edominance, a'de"quacy, and appropriatenés_s of class treatment -of'w these
claims—have been prqliminarilysatisﬁed. : c : :

4.  The Court hereby conditiolﬁally cértiﬁes,' pursuant to. Section 2-801 of the Illinois
Code of Civil Procedure, and for the purposes of seﬁlemeﬁt only, the following Settlement Class
consisting of: ’i‘a]I employees, and contractors of Medefil, 'Inc.'wilo, from Oéto’ber 18, 2014 (the
date five-years prior to the ~Hdate Plaintiff first filed BIPA claims agafnst Defendanf) to the date ~
preliminary approval is entered, used 'ﬁnger or hand-scan timekeeping systems without. ha"v‘iné
first signed a written consent and-'»release.” Excluded fr§m the Settlément Class are: (1)
Deféndant’é officers and directors; (2) Class Counsel;v(3) any Judge pres,idinga» over this Action
and meimbers of their famﬂies; (3) persons who p;'operlyfexecute and file a timely requést for
exclusion from the Qlass; (4) persons whose claims in this matter have been finally adjudicated on
the merits or other:wise released; and (5) the legal fepresentatives, ‘suécgssors or assigns of any
such‘e?(cluded persons.

3. For settlement purposes only; Plaintiff Austin NicDOna.Id! is herebyQappointed' as
the Class Representative: |

6. For settlement purposes only, auorﬁeys"Anthony F. Fata and Sarah E. Flohr at
Kirby Mtheméy LL}?I’,, as well as attornéys Niqkolas J. Hagméh and Mohammedv A Rathur at
Cafferty Clobes Meriwether & Spengel LLP, are appointed as Class Counsel.

7. The Cgurt recognizes ‘£hat,, pu:rsdm;t to the Settlement Agreéinent, Defendant and
the Released Parties retain all rights to object to the propriety of class certification in the Action

_in all other contexts and for all other purposes should the Settlement not be finally approved.



Therefore, as more fully set forth below, if the Settlement is not finally approved, and the Action
resmﬁés, this Court’s preliminary findings regarding the propriety of class certification shall be
of no further force or effect whatsoever, and this Order \;vill be vacated in itsmentirety.

8. The Court approves, iq form and content, the Notice, attached o the Settlement
Agreement as Exhibit A, and finds that it meets the requirements of Section 2-803 of the Illinois
Code of Civil Procedure and satisfies Due Process requirements under the U.S. and Illinois
Constitutions. . “ "

9. The Court finds that the planned Notice set forth in the Settlement Agreement
meets the requirements of Section 2-863 of the'-Illino.is Code of Ci-vil_. Procedure and consﬁtutes
the best notice practicable under the éircumstances,-where Class Members are current or‘former
é;ﬁployees and contractors of Defendant and may be readily ascertained by Defendant’s records,
and satisfies fully the requirements of Due.Process, and any other applicable layy, such that the _
. Settlement Agreeﬂlent ‘and Final Approval Order will be binding on all Settlement Class
Members. In addition, the Court finds that no notice other than that specifically identified in the
Settlement Agreement is necessary in this Ac;tibn. 'l;he Part.ies,'by agreement, may revise the Ciass
" Notice in ways that” are not material, or in ways that are appropriate to update those documents
for purposes of accuracy or formatting for publiéation.

10.  RG2 Claims Administration LLC, or such other entity that the Parties mutually
agree upon, is hereby appointed Settlement Administrator to supervise and administer the notice
process, as well as to oversee the administration of the Seﬁlemeﬁt, as more fully set forth in the
Settlement Agréemen’;. |

11.  The Settlement Administrator may proceed with the distribution of Class Notice

as set forth in the Settlement Agreement.



12.- Settlement Class Members who wish to receive benefits I-uncvier the Settlement
Agreement are. tequtted to submit a Claim Form and following the final approval ot’ the Settlement
shall receive a settlement check according toﬁ the distribution plan contained in the Settléntent
Agreement, as well as the option to sign up for three years of dark web monitoriné;

.13, Settlement Class Members shall be bound by all determinations and orders
pertaining to the Settlement, including the release of all claims to.the extent set forth in the
Settlement Agreement, whether favorable or unfavorable, unless such persons request exclusion -
from the Settlement Class in a timely and proper manner, as hereinefter provided. Settlement
Class Members who do not timely and validly request exclusion shall be so bound even if they
have previously initiated or subsequently initiate litigation or other proceedings against Defendant
or the Releaseti Parties relating to the Releaeed Claims under the terms of the Seﬁlement
Agreement. |

14.  Anyperson within the Settlement Class may request exclnsmn from the Settlement
Class by expressly stating their request for exclusmn in writing. To be con51dered timely, such
written exclusion requests must be mailed to the Settlement Administrator by first class mail,
postage prepald and postmarked no later than forty-ﬁve (45) days from the Notice Date.

15.  In order to exercise the right to be excluded, a person w1th1n the Settlement Class
must timely send a written request for exclusion to the Settlement Administratot providing their
name, addres:s, telephone number, the case name and number of this Action, and a statement that
they wish to be excluded from the Settlement Class, and must be personally signed by the person
requestmg exclusion. No person within the Settlement Class, or any person acting on behalf of,
in concert with, or in part101pat10n with that .person thhm the Settlement Class, may request

exclusion from the Settlement Class on behalf of any other person within the Settlement Class.



16. Any person in the Settlement Class who elects to be excluded shall nof: (i) be
bound by any orders or the Final Approval Order; (ii) be entit:led to relief under the Settlement
Agreement; (iii) gain any rights by virtue of this Settlement Agreempn;c; or (iv) be entitled to
object to any aspect of this Settlement Agreement. |

18;  Class Counsel may file any motion seeking an award of attorneys’ fees in the
amount of 30.75% of the Maximum: Settlement Amount, plﬁs their reasonable litigation costs a:;ld
expenses up to and not ;éxceeding the amount of $15,180.82, as well as an incentive award of
$7,500 for the Class Representative, no later than 7 days prior to Final Approval Hearing.

19. Any Set_tlem;ent Class Membef'- who has not requéétéd exclusion from the
Settlement Class and who wishes to ol;j ect to any aspect of the Settlement Agreement, including
the amount.of the attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses that Class Counsel intends to seek and the
payment of the ,lnce;ltive Award to the Class Representative, may do so, either »personallyg (;r
through an attorney, by filing a written objection, together with the supporting documentation set
forth in this Order, with the Clerk of the Court, and sé:rved upon Class Counsel, Defendant’s
Counsel, and the Settlement Administrator no later than forty-five (45) days from the Notice Date.

20.  Any Settlement Cigss Member who has not requested excluéion and who intends
to object to the Settlement must state, in writing, all objections, and must also state in writing; (i)
their full name and current address; (_ii) a statement that he or she believes himself or herself to be
a membe3r of the Settlement Class; (iii) the specific grounds for the objection[s]; (iv) all documenté
or Writings; that the Settlement Class. Member desﬁes the Court fo consider; (v) the name and
contact informétion of any and all attorneys repre_sen~ting? advising, or in any way assisting the
objector in connection with the reparatioﬂ or submission of the objection or who may préﬁt from

' the pursuit of the objection; (vi) a statement indicating whether the objector intends to appear at



the Final Approvai Hearing; and (vi) the objecto;’s signature. Objgctions not filed and served in
accordance with this Order shall not be received or considered by the Court. Any Settlemert Class
Member who fa.ils to timely file af;d serve a written ébj ;ac'tion‘ in accordance with this Order-shall
be deemed to have waived, and shall be foreve; foreclosed from raising, any bbjec’tion to the
Settlement, to “the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of the Settlemént, to the payment of
attorne);s’ fees, costs, and expenses, to the payment of the _Incenti_ve' Award to the Class
Representative, and to the Final Approval Order and the right to appeal same.

21. A Settlement Class Member who has not timely requested exclusion frorr:1 the.
Settlement Class and who has properly submitted a written objection in compliance with the
Settlement Agreeme_nt may appear at the Fiﬂél Approval Hearing in person or through counsel to
show cause why the proposed Settlement should not be approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate.
Attendance at thé hearing is not necessary; however, persons wishjng to be heard orally in
opposition to the approval of thel'Settlement and/or Class Counsel’s fee and expense appligation
and/or the request for the Incentive Award to the Class Répresentatives are required to indicate in
th¢irwritten objection their intention to appear at the Final Approval Hearing on their own behalf
or through counsel. For any Set_tlement Class Member who files a timely written objection and
- who indicates ‘their intention to appear at the Final Approval Hearing on their own behalf or
through counsel, such Settlement Class Member must also include in their written objection.the
identity of any witnesses they may call to testify, and all exhibits they intend to introduce into .
evidence at the Final Approval Hearing, which shall be attached.

22.  No Settlement Class MemBer s}txaII be entitled to be heard, and no objection sﬁall
be considered, unless the requirements éet forth in ﬂliserder and in the Settlement Agreement are

fully satisfied. Any Settlement Class Member who does not _makc? their objection to the Settlement



in' the mannér provided herein, or who does not also timely provide copies to the designated
counsel of record for the Parties at the addresses set forth in the Settlement A_gfeement, shall be
deemed to have waived any such objection by appeal, collateral attack, c;r otﬁerwise, and shall be
bound by the Settlement Agreement, the releases contained therein, and all aspects of the Final
Approval Order.

23 All papers in support of the“Fi_na‘Iv Approval of the proposed settlement shall be
filed no later than seven (7) days before the Final Approval Hearing. ‘ |

24. . A Final Approval Hearing shall be held before the Court on June 12, 2025, at
'1:30p.m. for tﬁe following .purposes: |

(a) to finally determine whether the applicable prerequisites for settlen{en; class action
treatment under 735 ILCS 5/2-801 have been met;

(b)  to determine whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate, and should
be approved by the Court; | "

(c) . to determine whether the judgment as p?ovided under the Settlement Agr;:ement
should be entered, inciuding an order prohibiting Settlement Class Members from further
pursuing Released Claims that have been released in the Settlement Agreement; ‘

d to 'cor;si_der the application fgf an award of attorneys’ fées, as well z;s litigation
costs and expenses éf Class Counsel;

te) to consider the application for the Incentive Award to the Class Representative;

§3) to consider the distribution ‘of the Settlement Fund pur-suant to the ‘Settlement,
Agreement; and -

(g)  torule upon such other matters as the Court may deem appropriate.



The Final Approval Hearing shall take place at the Rlchard J. Daley Center, 50 West Washington,
Courtroom 2510, Chicago, IL 60602, in person or via Zoom unless an order of court is entered
sw1tch1ng the location for the Flnal Approval Hearing,

25.- The Final Approval Hearing may be postponed, adjourned, transferred, or
continued by erder of the Court without further notice to the Settlement Class. At or following’ '
the Final Approval Hearing, th_e Court may entera judgmenf approving the Settlement Agr'eement
" and a Final Appl;oval Order in accordance with the Settlement Agreement that adjudicates the
rights of all Settlement Class Members.

26.. - Settlement Class Members do not need}to appear at the Final Approval Hearing or
take any other actie_n to indicate their approval. | -‘

27.  For clarity, the deadlines set forth above and in the Agreement are as follows:

o (Class List Sent to Administrat’or By: March 19,2025 (‘14 days after leeliminary Approvalj
 Notices to be sent by: April 4, 2025 (30 days after Preliminary Appreval)

o Fee and Expense Motlon/Apphcatlon June 5, 2025 (7 days before Final Approval
Hearing)

e Incentive Award Motion/Application: June 5, 2025 (7 days before Final Approval
Hearing)

. Ob]ectlon Deadline: May 19 2025 (45 days after Notice Date)
e Exclusion Request Deadline: May 19, 2025 (45 days after Notice Date)

e Deadline for Settiement Class Members to Submit Claim Forms: June 3, 2025 (60 days
After Not1ce Date)

¢ Final Approval Submissions: June 5, 2025 (7 days before Final Approval Hearing)
28.  All discovery and other proceedings in the Action a$ between Plaintiff and

Defendant are stayed and suspended until further order of the Court except such actions as may

be necessary to 1mplement the Settlement Agreement and thls Order :

8



Honorable Michael T. Mullen
Circuit Judge

March 5, 2025
Date

Judge Michael T. Mullen

MAR 5 2025
Circuit Court ="2084



